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ON THE DEATH OF FRIENDS.—A SERMON. 


Malachi, iii. 2. 3. 
“He is like a refiner’s fire; and like fuller’s soap. And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, ' 
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” 
































Tus text undoubtedly has reference to the day of judgment, when ' 
the wicked shall be separated from the penitent, and the latter shall Bis 
receive such a measure of divine grace, as shall eradicate the remain- ia ue 






ing corruption of the heart, and render them perfectly pure, fit for the 
inheritance of the Saints, and the society of him -who is holy, harmless, 
separate from sinners : an inheritance and a society into which ¢hey are 
about to enter; into which, there shall in no wise be admitted any mat 
who defileth, or worketh abomination, or maketh a lie. ih 1 
f 
4 







But in a secondary seuse, our text may be considered as applicable to 
those who, like David, have known it good to be afflicted, who have 
profited by the valley of weeping, who in the furnace of adversity have 
been purified, and rendered meet for their master’s use. He shall sit , 
asarefiner. “ The refiner, (ay it has been not more beautifully, than 
truly said,) sits with his eye steadily fixed on the furnace, since if the 
silver remains too long it is sure to be injured. He knows that the pro- 
cess of purifying is complete, by seeing his own image in the silver. So 
when our Lord‘sees his image in his people, his work of purifying is ac- 
complished. He puts his children in the furnace, for it is needful, but 7 
he is seated by the side of it.”” 7) \ 

The beneficial influence of affliction on the human character, can 
scarcely have escaped the attention, even of a common observer. We i} 
daily perceive the stern softened—the proud humbled—the worldly re A kup 
proved and reformed, and the pious purified and brightened by the pow- 
er of affliction. And if we look into our own lives, (though we may not 
discover the desirable improvement,) we cannot but be reminded of 
many monitions (alas! that they have not been more effectual,) address ry 
ed tous, by the afflicting providence of God. The history, and the de- y 
clarations of the Scripture Saints are decisive upon the subject. Of i 
which of them can it be said that he was not the subject of affliction, and LoS 
that he was not benefited by it? Even of our blessed Lord, we are 1 ba 
emphatically told, that he was made “ perfect through suffering.” Not 4 eee 
that, there ever was a moment when he was any other _ holy, harm- ; + 
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less, Separate from sinners ; the lamb without blemish and without 

But we find his human character become daily more and more attractive 
and advanced to a higher and higher degree of moral excellence ; anj 
the God who works by means, employs for this end the furnace of 
affliction. Poverty, sickness and sorrow, or, (as our Prayer-book ey. 
presses it,) affliction in estate, body, and mind, have each their moral ang 
religious advantages. Distress of mind may proceed: from various cays. 
es, as consciousness of sin, disappointment, or the loss of friends. tis of 
this /as¢ affliction, that I would speak at present, and it will furnish an. 

le scope for a separate discourse. 

In the first place—The death of a friend, reminds us of our ow 
death. We need to be reminded of this event, although all nature 
teaches it. “Our fathers, where are they!” Our youthful companions, 
how many of them are among the dead! The changes in our bodily 
frame, the hoary head and the tottering step, and the dull sight and 
hearing, though they speak so plainly, are equally disregarded. Bu 
the loss of a friend strikes the heart. It is not one of those passing 
events which are noticed only for afew moments. It is not a common w- 
currence, for who has so many friends, that he can consider the removal 
of one of them a common matter. There are some men who live as jf 
they were tolive always on the earth.” There are none who think of their 
dissolution, as soberly as theyought. But if there be any circumstance, 
which can awaken the thoughtless and the worldly; which can make 
the reflecting and the religious meditate more intensely on the awful fu- 
ture, it is that to which I have now adverted. And how important is it, 
that man should realize his mortality—that he should realize not merely 
its certainty, but its zearness. Had we these views habitually, how 
would ambition, and avarice, and sensuality, and indeed every sin be 
weakened! How would we despise those grovelling pursuits, in which 
the majority of mankind are engaged! In the counsels of Divine Pro 
vidence, may not the removal of our friends by death, be mercifully de- 
signed to produce these good effects ? 

‘In the second place—The death of a friend naturally moderates our 
attachment to the present scene. Strong, too strong is our desire and 
estimation of those things, which are seen and temporal. They have 
deceived us often, and yet we still look to them for a happiness, which 
they can never supply. Satiated with wealth, we turn to honor, a 
ambition would prove a more satisfactory pursuit; and when this has 
failed to bring the expected enjoyment, we turn to some other worldly 
purpose—still, still the victims of this dangerous delusion. But there 
is an occurrence, which can weaken—nay has weakened and destroyed 
this hurtful appetite. There is a moment, when the most worldly ae 
made sensible of the insufficiency of temporal good. It is that solema 
moment, when death has entered the circle of friendship, and remov 
a cherished object of affection, perhaps one in whose absence life appeals 
adreary waste—a perpetual night. This sentiment of the unsatisfactor 
ness of earthly happiness may not be lasting, but it is powerful, at least 
for atime. Now then is a propitious season for pious counsel, for re 
ing the Scriptures, and for using the means of grace. Many are they, 
who date their vigtory over the world, and their commencement of 
religious life from that event which they had once considered the gre# 
est of calamities. Thus, is it good for man to be afflicted. 
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In the third place—The death of a friend moderates our fear of death. 
The valley does not appear so dark as it did before he entered into it. 
The evil seems less formidable, since there is such an one to share it 
with us. The road to eternity seems to be rendered less rugged, by the 
travelling over it of one and another friend, and they have therefore, by 
a strong figure, been called the pioneers of that journey on which we 
must soon follow them. Now let us recollect that the fear of death is 
an instinct, and that it is increased by the reflective powers of man, by 
his imagination, and by the attractions of kindred, and we shall then 
learn to estimate the advantage of any mearis capable of moderating ¢his 
dread. Thousands, through fear of death, are all their life time subject 
tobondage. But, if we passed our whole life under an waclouded sky ; 
if the ties which bind us most strongly to the present life were never 
broken ; if our friends should all survive us, how greatly would this fear 
be strengthened ! Let us not, then, be unmindful of the merciful de- 
sign of that arrangement of Divine Providence, by which man is gradu- 
ally reconciled to his inevitable destiny ; to a departure from this world, 
and AN ENTRANCE into an untried state of being. 

But, lastly—It may be, that our departed friends were too much re- 
garded by us, had occupied that place in our affections, to which the Fa- 
therand Redeemer of our souls, has an exclusive claim. There are men 
who make idols of honor, and of wealth; and there are others, (of whom 
it is natural to think more favorably, but who are equally criminal in the 
sight of God,) who’ make idols of their fellow creatures. Social affec- 
tion is approved by our God. It is the best ingredient of earthly happi- 
ness. It promotes the welfare of the community. It disposes the heart 
for piety,and indeed it isthe natural associate of piety, for the God who 
commanded men to love him with all their heart, commanded them also, 
to love their brethren as themselves. {*‘ He who loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he lov@ God whom he hath not seen.” 
But this good feeling may be indulged to a vicious excess. St. Paul 
speaks of some who served the creature gore than the creator. Yea, he 
says of them, that they worshipped the creature. Let us beware of this 
idolatry, and remember that God sometimes punishesit, in a signal man- 
ner, by the removal of the being thus beloved. But although our friend- 
ship may not havé interfered with our piety ; although we may not have 
disregarded the unrivalled claims of the Almighty on our supreme af- 
fection; yet if those claims have been weakened in our hearts by any 
circumstauce whatever, and in any, the smallest degree, we have reason 
tobe thankful for the occasions by which they are restored to their full 
strength ; and if the death of a friend should be the means of encourag- 
Ing us to give God an undivided heart ; if it should effectually remind us 
of our obligations to Him ; this is a circumstance which may well make 
Us acquiesce in the dispensation, and cause us to confess that it was good 
for us to be thus afflicted. Other considerations are thus briefly sug- 
gested by the pious Bishop Hall :—* Death came in by sin, and sia goes 
out by death, and so also the sorrows of life, by these of death. We must 
die once, that we may die unto sin. Nothing but the winding sheet can 
Wipe all tears from our,eyes. Deat' is the only panacea or all-heal. 
Moses first came up and then died, (Deut. xxxii. 45.) We must die de- 
Jore we can ascend, to the mount of the Lord. There can be no perfect 
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visions of God, but in the night of death, so darkness was before light 
and the evening before the morning. The bird in the breast can never 
be perfectly taught to sing}its heavenly note of Hallelujah, till it gets ou 
of its cage, aud be set upon the tree of life which is in Paradise, ()p 
Tabor the disciples said it is good to be here, where they only saw two of 
the Fathers with Christ. How much better will that being be, whey 
we shall not only be with Christ, where he is, and behold his glory, but 
shall be changed into the same image from glory to glory. But whatever 
weight may be attached to the particular considerations which have beep 
mentioned, there are two great truths, in the recollection of which we 
shall find sufficient reasons for unreserved acquiescence in the divine 
will. These great truths are the wisdom of God and the sinfulness of 
mar. Shall man, convicted by his every day’s experience of erroneous 
judgment—man who recollects so little of the past, who knows nothing 
of the future, arraign the designs of Him, the scope of whose wisdom js 
from everlasting to everlasting—of Him, with respect to whom, it is mos 
truly said, it is smpossible forGodtoerr? If man had the sagacity to fore. 
see all the consequences of an event; ifhe knew what other events were about 
to be unfolded, in their successive order, he might be qualified to deter. 
mine how far any particular dispensation, as for example, the death of an 
individual, would affect the welfare ofthe various persons concerned ; of 
the surviving friends, ofthe church, of society, and of the deceased person 
himself. But as itis God only who is fully acquainted with the character 
and the circumstances of his creatures—as it ishe only who knows whether 
the deceased would have beeu better fitted for death at some future day, bai 
his probation been prolonged—whether the interests of his moral goven: 
ment will be best promoted by the death, at this period, rather than # 
some other—as it is God only, who knows the secrets of eternity—the 
events yet to be developed, which, if known, would give a new chara: 
ter to the dispensation—it is H,only who can decide on the fitness of 
the occurrences both of the natwial and the moral world—it is He only 
who can decide correctly the great question of life and death. David 
congratulated himself that this question, as it respected his own life, was 
with the divine mind. “I trusted in thee, O Lord, I said, thou art my 
God. My times are in thy hand.”—Psalm xxxi. 15. No reflecting 
man would, if he could, remove the decision, to any other tribunal. No 
reflecting man can fail to rejoice, and be thankful that this important 
matter, both as it respects his beloved friends and himself, is placed 
where it 28. 

The sinfulness of man is another truth, which impressively teaches 
the lesson of resignation. “Wherefore doth a living man com 
plain, a man for the punishment of his sins.”—Sam’l. iii. 39. Can the 
offender, who has so often escaped with impunity—who has not bee 
punished for one of a thousand of his sins—whose punishment in this life 
whatever it may be, can bear no proportion to the number, and the a: 
gravation of his sins—sins against the being who has bestowed upon bin 
so many and great blessings; who spared not His own Son for his ra 
som; sins committed with so little inducement, and against the highest 
motives, shall such a creature be considered as having cause for com 
plaint, when at length the day of calamity and*not of unmixed calamity 
either, has arrived? It is the want of reflection on our own sinful chare 
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ter ; the want of an impartial self-examination, which is the occasion of 
murmuring under the dispensation of Providence, and the hindrance of 
a perfect acquiescence and a proper resignation. It was ¢hus, that the 
great model of patience reasoned with his impious companion.—“ Shall 
we (says Job) receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil!” Good may indeed surprise us, for what have we done to merit 
it, That we should be suffered to pass unpunished, cannot rationally be 
expected. Indeed, who would be without that chastising, which the 
Lord brings to his beloved children, even as a father to the son in whom 
he delighteth, whom he would correct, and improve, and render worthy 
of His eternal favor and society.. We// may our hearts be filled with 
thankfulness to our heavenly Father in the memory of his long suffering 
patience with us, of his moderation in punishing, and of his readiness to 
remove the rod, when its purpose has been accomplished, to give us 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy tor mourning, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. Well may he be glad and grateful in the 
bright prospect opened by that declaration of the Apostle made in refe- 
rence to all true Christians—* Our light of affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” —II. Cor. iv. 18. Are there any present mourning the death of 
dear friends ? Oh may the dispensation of God be for our good. Let 
them not pass away wxtmproved, Let us remember that our time is not 
merely limited but wxcertain, that in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, time may be to us, yes to the youngest, the healthiest, no longer, 
Let us remember that all temporal happiness is insecure, thet however 
deeply laid, and broad its foundation may appear to be, it is founded on the 
send. It is an edifice which must soon be washed away, and it may un- 
expectedly, in an instant, be broken to pieces. May this certain truth 
not be in vain brought to our recollection. May it effectually persuade 
us to set our affections on things above; to seek a felicity of a durable 
nature, Which hath foundations, whose byilder and maker is God. 
— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THOUGHTS ON THE BIBLE. 


_ The proper estimate of the holy book and the extended dominion of 
its unrivalled principles, how much have they been prevented by its be- 
ing unknown in many languages, and those spoken by a large majority 
ofthe human race. The transactionat Babel andthe punishment which 
followed it, are to be traced to human presumption; and ofthissin, man 
is impressively reminded, by the inconveniences which he so frequently 
encounters, the many inconveniences of the “diversity of languages.” 
The arduous toil and painful perplexity of the student, and the hindran- 
ces to social intercourse and human improvement, but above all to the 
propagation of the word of God, and to the efforts of his ministers, are 
constantly reminding us of that sin of Babel of which these are the bitter 
fruits, To remedy the worst effect of this sin, was the special design of 
the miracle of Pentecost, when the Apostles received the gift of tongues 
to enable them to instruct in religion the foreigners to whom they were 
sent. The excellencies of the Bible, how many know of them only by 
‘eport;—the knowledge of truth and duty—how many have to receive 
ton trust, because the Bible is not yet translated into their language. 
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Second only to our self-satisfaction in possessing the book of books, anj 
to our gratitude to God, who has caused our hometo be in a Bible-land, 
should be our gladness and pious gratitude, in the recollection, that w 
are permitted to have this blessed book in our own language, so that we 
can read it without labour, and understand it clearly and fully. {) 
thought the pious men of that day, when that translation was printed, 
Unless it had been translated, it would have been practically, to the 
great mass of our countrymen, a sealed book. Let us then rejoice, 
and recognizing, adore the good Providence which put it into the 
hearts of men, (competent by their power and wealth, yea of the kings 
of our parent land,) to direct this undertaking, and provide the means 
for carrying it into effect; which has raised up men of learning, quali- 
fied for such a work, and made them willing to engage in it—and 
which has blessed their labours with, I may say, unexampled success, 
Reflections like these almost unavoidably suggest themselves on this day, 
(for how natural is it to connect a memorable event with the date ofits 
occurrence,) which brings us to the three hundredth anniversary of the 
publication of the very first translation of the whole Bible into ourmother 
tongue. Coverdale’s translation, which bears date October 4, 1535, is 
now seldom to be met with, but this is comparatively unimportant, asit 
was the first attempt, and less accurate than the translation subsequent- 
ly made, than, in particular, the admirable translation now in common 
use, which is so frequently and justly approved, which many have utter- 
ly failed to improve, and which leaves no room to expect that a better 
on the whole, can ever be obtained. Immediately after the public read: 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, the Chnrch calls upon us to say—‘“ We 
praise thee, O God, we acknowledge thee to be the Lerd,” and “ Bless- 
ed be the Lord God of Israel: for he hath visited and redeemed his peo- 
ple.” Thank him most humbly and heartily, for that Word which is a 
light to our feet, which warms the heart by the hope of glory, which 
makes man wise unto salvation; we cannot do otherwise, unless we re 
ject that Word, or grossly undervalue it. That we have it, while solarge 
a majority of our fellow men have it not. That we have it, as we hwe 
it, so that we can hear and read it in ourcommon tongue. That no ques- 
tion is made in our communion as to the propriety of each one reading 
the Bible for himself, and in a living language. These are consider 
tions which in an especial manner come home to our minds and hearts 
on the a anniversary, and they can scarcely fail to quicken the 
pulse of joy and thankfulness in the bosom of every Christian who has 
duly reflected on the subject ; who compares his situation with that of 
others, not only heathen, but some other Christians also ; who regards 
the Bible as indeed valuable beyond all price. ‘“ This was a time of re 
joicing to the Archbishop Cranmer, greater, says he, ‘than had there 
been giveu him a thousand pounds.’ Nor to him only ; the people, long 
thirsty for the word, now rushed to the waters of life, and drank freely: 
w iosoever had the means, bought the volume; where the cost was 100 
great for an individual, neighbours and fellow-apprentices, would unite 
purses, and buy incommon; aman would be seen at the lower end ofthis 
Church, on Sunday, reading it aloud, while numbers flocked about him to 
listenand learn.” Letus, my brethren, show our estimation of this bless 
ed book, by reading it more and more, and inwardly marking, learning 
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digesting it; by listening toit when read, and more particularly in God’s 
Church, by his Ministers, with the most devout and patient attention; 
and in particular by holding fast to its doctrines and faithfully —— 
itsprecepts. Thus shall we fulfil one ofthose duties which is prescribe 
in our Catechism, viz.— honor his holy word,” and manifest the spirit 
oftrue piety. “Oh how I love thy law, it is the very rejoicing of my 
heart.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A LETTER TO A MEMBER OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 


In looking over the office of Institution of Ministers in our Book of 
Common Prayer, I met in the first Rubric with the title of “ Associated 
Rector; and this question immediately struck my mind, is the title 
of “Associated Rector,” and the powers he is =a to exercise, con- 
genial to the rules of the primitive Church? pon examination, I find 
it is a novelty in Ecclesiastical History, and utterly unkpown until the 
year 1803 ; it being first practised in the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in these States. It appears to me, to be a ridiculous title, which has 
arisen from pride, avarice, and a desire ofbearing rule. In fact, such an 
office is contrary to reason, and all good order in Church disciplin. We 
should do it away, instead of countenancing and fostering the title. Two 
heads in a Congregation, bearing equal authority, can never be produc- 
tive of any good ; it may be of evil. It forms a hydra, and cannot be 
congenial to the simplicity, which good order requires ; and I hope you 
will use your endeavors, it should hereafter be set aside, when opportu- 
nity shall present. Yours respectfully, A. F. 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUELICATIONS. 


“— 





ext a — “ : . 
SES nee eee . , 
_ a nek vs ” - a Ps. 4 sia = 
e - oo 4 ‘ T : - = ~ a em Dae i “im Sac Notte 
=? a ~ Mee a ae : ; a" wae cee. = er es * 
_ » _ < " ee a os = y ener es s 


ll 


A Report made to the Board of Trustees of the University of Pennsylva- 
ma, ata stated meeting on Tuesday the 4th of November, 1834, concerning 
the Unwersities of Oxford and Cambridge, in England. By P. H. 
Nicki, 

When we consider the large number of persons who, as officers, resi- 
dent graduates and scholars, are connected with the Universities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, and the celebrity and influence of these venerable 
institutions, it is impossible for the Christian not to be deeply interested 
insuch inquiries as these :—Do they explicitly recognize the divine au- 
thority of the Christian religion? Does the Gospel form part of their 
system of instruction; or, as in too many schools of our own land, are 
science and literature divorced from religion? Is religious instruction 
limited to “the evidences of Christianity” in those Universities, or do 
they, estimating the knowledge of the true religion as superior to all oth- 
er knowledge, and uninfluenced by the timid policy too prevalent among 
us, inculcate the doctrines and duties of Christianity as they understand 
them, not shunning to declare the whole counsel of God 1 We welcome 
the pamphlet before us, because it answers these questions to the entire 
Satisfaction of us Churchmen. We are informed ‘by the author, who 
tells us that he passed fifteen days at Oxford, and ten days at Cambridge, 
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and became acquainted with many of the members and oificers of bot) 
as follows :— 
_ “The state of morals and religion is good, and said to be improving in both insiity. 
tions.” 

Of Cambridge he states :— . 

“The colleges were founded by different individuals, all of w i 
joined the caliivdion of idlsien, sal next to that, polite ~ alge ee 4 

Among the Professorships are three of Divinity, one founded by Hen 
VIL,, the second by Henry VIIL., and the third by John Norris, Esy.. 
Professorship of Hebrew founded by Henry VIIL., and a Professorsh; 
of Arabic, founded by Sir Thomas Adams, that is no less than five Pre 
fessors, (each of which delivers annually a course of lectures,) connect. 
ed with the study of the Bible ; besides tiiese three foundations, Lady 
Margaret’s Preacher, (who is required to preach annually a “ concio ad 


es 


cluem,) the Christian Advocate and the Christian Preacher, who have 0 
certain duties (not specified inthis pamphlet) connected with the defence re 
and advancement of gospel truth and holiness. Under graduates, ir li 
their second year, are required to pass an examination in one of the de 
Gospels in Greek, and in “ Paley’s Evidences of Christianity,” and Ww 
when one applies for his degree, he is again examined in this work, and M 
in “ Paley's Moral Philosophy.” an 
As to Oxford, we learn from our author, there are two Professors of x! 
Divinity, one of Moral Philosophy, and one of Sanscrit ; the founder ne 
of which thus explains his design— ) 
“ Being of opinion, that a more general and critical knowledge of the Sanscrit Lav bai 
guage, willbe a means cf enabling his countrymen to proceed to the conversion of the we 
natives of India to the Christian Religion, by disseminating a knowledge of the Sacred dre 
Scriptures amongst then more effectually than all other means whatever.” his 
Here is also the Bampton lecturer, who delivers eight divinity lec Bib 
tures annually. They have been so without interruption, since 178%, bef 
and most if not all of them have been published, and are deemed valut- vat 
ble. There are University Sermons preached every Sunday morning — 
during term (with some exceptions) by the heads of colleges, the dean rir} 
and canons of Christ’s Church, the two professors of divinity, and the God 
professor of Hebrew, who officiate in turn, according to an established liant 
cycle. There are ten select preachers, five of whom go out of office = 
every year. ‘ leave 
The examinations for the first degree, comprise the Rudiments ging 
Religion ; under which head is required a competent knowledge of the ‘ . 
Gospels in the original Greek—of the History of the Old and New Tes “ = 
tament—of the 39 Articles ofthe Church of England—and of the Evidew fal, sh 
ces of Religion, natural and revealed. Make 
With regard to the examination in some parts of the Litere Human ue oft 
ores, and of the mathematical sciences, and physics, the examiners have «] 
a discretionary power. Not so with respect tothe rudiments of religin ner,” 
and any failure in this part of the examination precludes the candidate fiom " 
his degree, no matter how great his other attainments. Wea 
For a Bachelor’s degree, in divinity, disputations are enjoined up! "qi 
Tre 


two distinct days, before the professors of that branch, and also a Lats 
sermon to be preached before the Vice-Chancellor. 
The above testimony is from a competent witness, a gentleman of Phi 


ladelphia, well known, and yet some anonymous scribblers, whose (let 
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ters from England are eagerly seized by the prejudiced and ignorant 
enemies of our Church, and re-published in their periodicals,) represent 
that irreligion and immorality are triumphant at the great seats of Brit- 
ish education—that religious instruction is sparingly or not at all impart- 
ed—and that the Theological Seminary is an American invention. 

We sincerely thank Mr. Nicklin, for making more generally known 
facts which were.not unknown to the reading public, and which we 
should have concluded, @ priori,’to be jist as he states them. No well 
informed man cquld have expected any other report on this subject, than 
just such a one as we have seen from Mr. Nicklin. 





The Saviour our all—A Sermon.—By the Rev. Samu. R. Jounson.— 
Our views of every subject are strengthened by contrast. We ascertain 
the full value of-each temporal mercy, by imagining ourselves deprived 
ofthem. This Sermon is a beautiful application of the same mode of 
reasoning to our Christian hopes. Weare gladto see such a sermon pub- 
lished. No one can doubtthat this is evangelical truth. The authorevi- 
dently has firm hold onthe cross. | Indeed he has showed his “ faith by his 
works.” He isevennow in the far West, strengthening the hands of our 
Missionary Bishop in Illinojs, with him determined to knew nothing 
amongmen save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. The text is from Isaiah 
xii, 11.— There is nd Saviour.’ We extract the introduction, and 
notice the heads of the discourse. 


“ My Brethren, what words are these Lutter! and what a sentence for meditation fora 
bandof Christians! Are they indeed in the Word of God?! does it contain so awful, se 
tremendous a declaration? No, brethren, itdoes not, I wished to lay before you the 
dreadful condition of our guilty race, without the Saviour. [wished to portray man in 
his lost and ruined state, without a remedy; and therefore I wanted a text which took 
away his hope and left him helpless and undone. [turned over page after page of my 
Bible. [searched for some naked expression of God’s wrath which would bring vividly 
before us our desolate condition without Christ in the world. [turned and searched jin 
vain. Every where in the type, or-the.promise, or the real presence, I distovered some 
traces ofmy Redeemer. ‘I could not find a passage which bid usto despair. ‘There were 
words of love, of mercy, and of hope, on every page. Even in the language of reproof 
and judgment, there was some way of escape—some door leading to bliss provided by the 
God of compassion—some bright bow of promise spanning the darkened sky—some bril- 
liant and glorious edging to the black and fall-charged thunder-cloud. { was fain to give 
up the undertaking and was obliged to abridge and pervert a text of Seripture to meet my 
view ; and from the blessed and holy declaration, “ Besides, Me, there is no Saviour !"’ to 
leave out the two words which constitute its most important part, and make it the lan 
guzze of counsel and of love, instead of a niessage of wrath and denunciation of judgment. 
But what if this were’ so! What if it were a trath unquestionable, unalterable, 
‘There is mo Saviour?” What if the blessed promises and hopes through the Redeem- 
*r Were expunged from the Word of God, and from existencé, and we mortal, guilty, sin- 
il, should have nought to see above but a God in justice, and before but a dark eternity! 
“ake, for a moment, my brethren, such dread supposition, that we may feel more the val- 
ue ofthe Saviour, and may cling more closely to the cross of Jesus our Redeemer.”’ 


wT. ‘There is no Saviour !’ then there is no pardon: —Wo to the Sin- 
ner,” 


me oon is no Saviour!” then there is no grace :—Wo to the 
lea " s 


“ ‘ ® : } } 
‘ III, ¢ There is no Saviour !’ then there is no Comforter :—Wo to the 
trembling and the Mourner !” 


“IV. ‘There is no Saviour!” then there is no hope :—Wo to the 
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“V. ‘ There is no Saviour!’ then there is no Heaven:—Wo to the 
Dead! * * * * Ohno! Letithotbe! Letit not be ! heavenly 
Father! Take away all; health, life, all, all beside! but, O! take no 
away the Saviour ; leave us not in our guilt without the Redeemer, But, 
brethren, blessed be God, it is not so. We are not thus left hopeless 
and undone, to perish without help. There is a Saviour. He has come 
to save his people from their sins, .“‘ know that my Redeemer liveth,” 
‘ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people.” The Saviour has come ;—the Saviour who. is Christ the 
Lord; all powerful to save ; all willing to receive :—one exactly suited 
to our wants; a Saviour from sin, its guilt and power; from the tyranny 
of Satan ; from the penalty of death. He is the strength and righteous. 
ness of his people. We go unto-him and he clothes us-“ in robes made 
white in his blood.” We triumph overdeath and the grave. Theever. 
lasting doors open at hisname, We take up our eveflasting song with 
angels, and chant the hymn of the redeemed, saying, “ Thou art worthy, 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. Blessing, and glo. 
ry, and honor, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb, for.ever and éver.”” _ Yes, there is aSaviour. “O thon 
that bringest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain; 
O thou that bringest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with 
strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, “ Behold 
your God.’” The Saviour. has come ; and, oh! such a Saviour! s0 all 
sufficient, so gracious, so full of holiness and love; mercy and justice 
meet in him ; righteousness and peace in him are reconciled : “ The seed " 
of the woman,” he is ‘“the Son of God,”’ the guiltless victim, he can jus- . 
tify the guilty: “In him we have redemption through his blood, even the “I 
forgiveness of sins, according to the richiess of his, grace.” “ He, of 
God, is made unto ns wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and Pre 
redemption.” We know that he is come. We know it by the early pro- Gla 
mises, oft and again repeated, again and oft, with heavenly assurances, of \ 
promises fulfilled in him ;—by the sacrifices and legal rites, types and a 
shadows of his office and his life ;—by the multitude of prophecies meet- leds 
ing in him with accumulated force that defies unbelief;—by the array of Seri 
miracles which accompanied his manifestation and his ministry. We ad 
know it by the virgin mother, and the, angel visit;—by that band of vi ; 
shepherds keeping watch overtheir flocks by night ;—by that star which as 
guided the wise men upon their way.. We know it by that life, and oy 
_those works of power which attest his mission ;—by that darkening ot the 7 


wil 


¢ 8 
sun ;—by the rending of the rocks ;—by the rising from the'dead ;—by “3 
the ascension into heaven; and by the coming and the gifts of the Holy ies 
Ghost. Inthe palms of his hands, in the wound of his side, we read his life. 
name and his love. By the holy and unblenching testimony of apostles sia 
and martyrs, testimony sealed in blood ;—by the witness of living be TI 
lievers, and the confessions of dying saints ;—by our own Christian & evide 
perience, in which we have found and'felt him present with our spirits will 
answering our prayers, and dealirig with us according to his word by book: 
our all of every lofty hope and aspiration, and our every better thought it wil 


and feeling ;—by these, one and all, together and separately, we kno¥ 
by evidence as it were from ten thousand tongues, There-is, indeed, § 
Saviour.” 
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The Library of Christian Knowledge-—Those of our readers who have 
rused the delightful little volume of the Rev. Herman Hooker, on 
the Soul, will be disposed to regard with «reat favor, whatever else 
comes from his pen or has the sanction of hisvame. That book con- 
tained so many evidences of a clear judgment and a just taste, was so 
full of the beauties of a glowing but chastened imagination, and a fer- 
vent piety, that religious readers of sentiment and taste, will expect 
much from the accomplis!ied author. From the multitude of flashy and 
superficial productions, as well on subjects of literature as of religion, 
which the press is now daily sending forth, we had begun to look with 
apprehension on what might be the taste, and consequently, in some de- 
gree, the principles of the present generation of youthful readers. But 
the fact that such a work as that of Hooker on the Soul, has been exten- 
sively read and admired; so that in afew months, a second edition was 
called for, indicates a better taste, than we had feared, and disposes us 
to believe that there is a class of readers of religious books, who retain 
arelish for better and deeper thing®. 

The work before us is the firstof a series, of which the second num- 
ber (it may be noticed hereafter’) has “already. appeared. The design 
will be explained by the folléwing extract from the advertisement pre- 
fixed tothe book. ‘It is intended that the “ Library of Christian Kuow- 
ledge” shall contain, sometimes, an original volume ; sometimes, the 
productions of living English authors, but more generally, select treatis- 
e3 of old and very distinguished writers. ‘The volumes will appear in 
such succession as to time, as a due regard to the selection and prepara- 
tion of the materials, and to the general interests of the work, will jus- 
tify Every work reprinted, wi!l also contain an original essay, and per- 
haps notes, by the editor,-or such person as he may procure. Nothing 
will be selected that is not supposed to possess extraordinary merit.”’ 
The first volume consists of Essays on Happiness, Christian Piety, 
Prejudices against the Gospel, &c. by the late Rev. John M’ Laurin, of 
Glasgow.” The editor has prefixed a notice of the Life and Character 
of Mr. M’Laurin, an autlior little if at all known in this country. “ The 
writings of Mr. M’ Laurin are chiefly distinguished for a profound know- 
ledge of human nature, and for clear, practical, and enlarged views of 
Scripture doctrine. The 1eading of such a work cannot fail to impart 
a valuable stock of self knowledge, and to enlighten as well as strength- 
en any attachment, that may exist,to divine truth.” John M‘Laurin was 
born in 1693, and was educated at the university of Glasgow. At the 
age of 24 he began fo preach, and was séttled two years after, in a 
small country parish. dere he employed himself in a course of close 
but quiet study, and unobtrusive usefu ness. J*our. years after, he was 
translated to a parish in Glasgow, where he spert the remainder of his 
life. Here he soot becatne distipguished for every quality, which could 
adorn his station or enlarge his usefulness. 

The work before us is, we fear, too profound to be popular. It is 
evidently the result of deep and continued thought in the author, and it 
will require attention and theught inthe reader. It is not one of those . 
books which may be read or dréamed of on one’s sofa, after dinner, but 
It will require a clear head—a discriminating mind, to follow its chain 
of reasoning, Whoever, therefore, reads only for amusement, (as we 
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are afraid many of even our religious community do,) may as well not 
open these essays, for therg is little in them to commend itself to the 
taste of any but him who is willing to think. We, by no means, offer 
ourselves as vouchers for all the views of doctrine contained in them, 
but we can safely say, that we should differ from so pious, profound and 
candid an author with reluctance, and on each point of difference, should 
consider his judgment as well worthy of being carefully weighed. 


The Authority of a three-fold Ministryin the Church ; Bishops, Priests 
and Deacons ; proved from the New Testament. By William Hey, Esq, 
F. R. S., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons,in London ; Honorary 
Member of the Royal College of Surgecns in Ireland, of the Royal Meii- 
cal Society of Edinburgh, of the Literary and Philosophical Society’ of 
Manchester ; and late senior Surgéon of the General Infirmary at Leeds. 
A New and Revised Edition.—In this tract, which we believe is very ge- 
nerally approved, some common objections to the doctrine of Episcopa- 
cy are met in a way that appears to us very satisfactory. The readers 
of the Gospel Messenger, whether they be confirmed in the belief of 
that doctrine, or are candid inquirers, respecting it, will be edified by 
these extracts :—‘ It has been considered by many as a sufficient proof 
of the rectitude of the government subsisting in any Church, that the la- 
bours of its ministers have been beneficial to mankind. If these have 
turned sinners unto righteousness, they are regarded as possessing @ suf- 
ficient testimony of the divine approbation of their conduct. The con- 
version of sinners has perhaps never been effected by any who have op- 
posed or neglected the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel ; but success 
in this important concern will not prove that a minister is altogether 
right in his sentiments or conduct. The differenees which subsist among 
pious and successful ministers of différent persuasions, must convince 
us, that errors to a certain degree are not iticonsistent with success. Yet 
we should always keep in mind, that a wilful neglect of any divine com- 
mand can admit no apology. ‘We must not argue, that, because our 
obedience is strict in matters of great concern, we -may allow ourselves 
to depart from the Gospel rule in matters of inferior moment. We 
should always keep in mind the declaration of our Saviour when con- 
paring the tithing of mint, anise, and cummin, with the weightier mat- 
ters of the law; “ These ought ye to have ‘done, and not to leave the 
others undone.” We may not bg aware of the injury which religion, in 
a course of time, may sustain, by a departure from that order in the 
Church which divine authority has established: nor are we allowed to 
weigh the consequences of disobedience, with the view to satisfy our 
selves in the neglect af any divine command. 

“One general command respecting Church goveynment is, “ Let all 
things be done decently and in order;” anc if success is to be consider: 
ed universally as a proof of right conduct, then no one was ever instr: 
mental in turning a sinner from the’error of his way, who, in that part of 
his conduct which proved beneficial, was guilty of a breach of this com 
mand, I will not at present consider what decency and order require, 
but will, in this argument, leave every one to his own judgment. I will 
only appeal to the conscience of every reader, whether he is persuaded, 
that the spiritua] good above mentioned was never effected by any ove 
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while departing from such conduct as decency and order required. 
Again; the same conduct may do good in one respect, and mischief in 
another. If we are to regulate ourselves by events, and not by divine 
commands, we must first know whether the conduct in question will do 
more good or harm. This rule is very uncertain, ahd must always be 
superseded by the authority of a divine command. _ It can only be call- 
ed in aid in matters of which the consequences are doubtful, and of such 
as are left entirely to our own discretion. If even greater good should 
appear to be done, for a time, by following our. own plans; yet a conduct 
not regulated by divine authority, may’bring on a course of events at- 
tended with irreparable mischief, far outweighing the present tempora- 
advantage. 

“Further, when we allow ourselves to break through the order of di- 
vine appointment, with the prospect of doing a greater good; we or 
from that subordinate station in which Divine Providence has placed us. 
We take upon ourselves to direct, where we ought to obey. We dis- 
regard that express divine prohibition of doing evil that good may come ; 
and forget that sentence which the apostle has pronounced upon all who 
conduct themselves by such‘a principle, “ whose damnation is just.” 

“The charge of uncharitableness seems to deter many from entering 
upon the inquiry, whether any mode of Church government has exclu- 
sively the stamp of divine authority. They see good men of all persua- 
sions, and therefore think it needless to inquire, which form of Church 
government is most conformable to the plan laid down in holy Scripture. 
They are also deterred from this investigation by the idea, that’a claim 
to divine authority im an affair concerning which good people &re so 
much divided, would imply an uncharitable censure upon all who differ 
from ourselves. 

“True Christian charity will nevér deter us ‘us from the most strict 
inquiry into our duty. We are not to guide oursélves by the conduct of 
others, who have no greater claim to inspiration than ourselves. The 
unerring word of God, the Bible, is our rule of faith and practice. “Let 
God be true, and every man a liar.” [t is our duty to examine the word 
of God carzfully, that we may regulate our conduct aright in every par- 
ticular. We shall not be excused in any neglect or error, concerning 
which divine authority would set us right, by pleading’ the example of 
others. Nor does it necessarily follow, that we must condemn others, 
who profess to follow the same guide as ourselves, because we may dif- 
fer in our interpretations of some things contaited in divine revelation.” 


—=. §——— 
SELECTIONS. 


ON THE LESSER MORALS. 


These are too often overlooked, both in practice and moral treatises, 
and yet we may truly say they ought not to be left undone, althoughthe 
Weightier matters of the law havea prior and more imperative claim on 
our obedience. Dr. Watts bas not fallen into the sin of omission on this 
subject. In his Treatise, “A preservative from the sins and follies of 
childhood and youth,” he has the following admirable remarks: 

_ Follies and frailties may be pevacer‘ehe * underthe following heads, 
viz.—Humoursome behaviour ; Peevishness ; Impatience ; Selfishness ; 
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Uncleanliness ; Heedlessness ; Rashness; Fickleness; Profuseness; a 
talkative or tattling humour. 

A humoursome temper is when I have a great fondness for little and 
inconsiderable things, or a great dislike and ave~sion to them, but still 
without reason: when I am much pleased or m..ch displeased with tr- 
fles, or things that have neither good nor hurt in them, and can do me nei- 
ther good nor hurt: as, for instance, when I must have my meat upon 
such a particular plate, ov my drink out ofacup or glass of sucha fashion, 
or else I can neither eat nor drink: when every part of my garments 
must be made to a hair’s breadth of such a form, or else | cannot wear 
them: when the covers of my book must be of such a particular colour, 
or else I cannot read or learn in it: or when I take upon me to say, | 
hate the sight of such a thing, merely because it does not strike my fan- 
cy right: or when I heap odious names upon things that are imnocent 
and good in themselves, merely because they do not happen to please 
me. ' 

Reason against this folly. Because our desires and our aversions, or 
dislikes, ought to be governed by reason, and not be given up to the 
mere wantonness of fancy, which hath no rule nor bounds. 

Q. What is the second vice of children, namely, peevishness 4 

A. It isamuneasy temper and carriage, which is the natural consequent, 
if not a part of the former folly: for if. 1 aii humourous without rea- 
son, I shall often be froward and peevish where there is no just cause. 
If mere fancy and self-will govern me, I shall be often vexed and an- 

with those who are round about me, because they do not humour my 
unreasonable fancies, though they act ever so much to the rules of reason 
themselves. | : ; 

Reason against this vice. By the indulgence of this froward temper, 
I shall not only give perpetual vexation to himself, and trouble to all 
that are about me, but I shall render myself wnbeloved by all, and my 
behaviour will be intolerable in any family-or company. 

Q. What is impatience, or the third vice of children 4 

A. There are ‘four special instances of it. 

Q. What is the first instance ? 

A. 1. There is impatience under pain or sickness; as,‘when I am 
fretful against all about me, because | do not feel myself well. 

Reasons against this vice. -I should not be impatient under sickness, 
because it.is the hand of God that brings it upon me, and impatience 1- 
sing against God is very sinful. Besides, fretfulness will often increase 
the distemper, and will hinder my recovery of health. 

(. What is the second instance of impatience ¢ 

A. 2. There is an impatienee of opposition; as, when I fal) into 4 
passion against one that opposes my opinion, or crosses my will. 

Reasons against this vice. I should not be impatient of opposition, 
because the opinion of another may be wiser than mine: or the will of 
another may be better than mine, and they have as much right to be an- 
gry with me, who differ from.them, as [have to be angry witts them, who 
differ from me. “ 

Q. What is the third instance of\impatience ? 

A. 3. There is amimpatience of disappomtment ; as, when I vex my: 
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self if things do not happen just according to my expettations and 


wishes. 

Reason against this vice. I should not be impatient under disap- 

intments, but I should learn to be easy under them, because I must 
expect to meet with many of them if I live in the world, and therefore I 
would learn early to bear them. © 

Q. What is the fourth instance of impatience ? 

A. 4. There is an impatience of delay; as, when I fret with 
ness to possess what I desire, and am violently angry with them that de- 
lay it. 

‘Rensous against this vice. I shouldnot be impatient of delay, because 
this shews that 1 am too eagerly set upon what I desire: and besides, 
it will many times make me angry with inferiors without a cause, when 
| imagine they do not make what haste they can to serve me; or an 
with my superiors, who know what is fit for me better than I do, 

when to give it me. 

Q. What is selfishness, which is the fourth vice incident to some chil- 
dren # 

A. It is when I am so entirely wrapped up in pleasing and serving 
myself, that I take no care or concern, to serve or to please my neigh- 
bours., / 

Reason against this vice. If this temper abide and grow up with me, 
I shall be in danger of being churlish and hard-hearted now, and grow 
morose and covetotis when I am older. 

Now I would not be hard-hearted or churlish, for then I should never 
have the pleasure of making others share in the good things which I 
possess; and nobody will love me. 

Nor would I be morose, for that is a rude and rough way of speaking 
and behaviour, without regard to the pleasing or displeasing of those 
with whom we have to do: and if I take no care to please others, or be 
civil to them, I cannot expect that others should be civil to me, or take 
any care to please me, or serve me. 

Nor would I be covetous, for that is a sin often condemned in scrip- 
ture, and isa very unlovely character among men ; nor do such persons 
themselves ever enjoy the good things they possess, nor do good with 
them, for they are afraid to spend them. 

(1. What is meant by uncleanliness, which is the fifth vice which some 
children are subject to 4 

A. When I am not careful to keep my hands, or my face, or my 
clothes clean enough to appear amongst my betters. 

Reason against it. A degree of cleanliness is necessary to my own 
health, as well as to keep my clothes from spoiling, and to render my 
company agreeable and inoffensive to others. 

Q. What is heedlessness, or the sixth vice of children ? 

A. When I take little or no care or thought about any thing that | am 
to do, or when I give but little attention to any thing that is said to me. 

Reason against this faitlt. Because heedlessness would make me 
stumble at every stone, and carry me into many a mistake and danger: 
besides, if 1 am heedless, I shall neither grow wise nor good ; for I shall 
re give diligent attention to instructions at home, nor to sermons at 
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Q. What is rashness, or the seventh vice, or folly, of children and 
outh ¢ 

. A. I may well be called rash, if I speak without thinking before-hand, 
and venture upon bold actions without considering the danger. 

Reason against this folly. . Because God has given me the power of 
reason and of thinking, on purpose to direct my. words and my actions; 
and therefore I ought neither to speak nor to act without thought and 
consideration. ‘ 

Q. What is fickleness, or the eighth folly of children ? 

A. Then I may be called fickle, when I am soon weary of what I was 
very fond of before; when I am perpetually changing my desires and 
purposes, so that I can stick to nothing long, but always want something 
new. , 
Reason against this frailty. Because if] am always seeking out new 
things, new books, new lessons, and new.employments, I shall never 
dwell long enough upon any thing to become master of it, or to profit by 
it, according to the proverb, “ A rolling stone never gathers moss,” Be- 
sides, if | indulge a fickle temper, I shall be often tempted to break my 
appointments, and my friends will not know how to trust a creature that 
is ever given to change. ; 

Q. What is the ninth vice to which children and youth are subject, 
which is called lavishness or profuseness ¢ 

A. I am then profuse, if 1 squander away much money upon trifles; if 
I lavish away upon myself more than my friends allow; or give awayto 
others more than is proper, on every slight occasion, without consider. 
ing how far my stock willhold out, or how much pains it costs my parents 
to get it, nor ever thinking to how much better purpose this money 
might be applied. 

eason against profuseness. It is a waste of the good things with 

which the providence of God and the kindness of my friends have fur 
nished me, to make my life comfortable and honorable: Besides, this 
profuse and lavish conduct hath put many young creatures upon gaming, 
to their utterruin; and those who indulge a wasteful and prodigal hv- 
mour in their younger days, may bitterly repent their folly in a long po- 
verty, and in the want of all things. 

Q. Is there any other vice or folly which children are guilty of! 

A. A talkative or tattling humour, when children tell all that they see, 
or hear, or know, in any place or company, without guard or fear. 

Reason against this folly. Such great talkers are in danger of be- 
coming busy-bodies and tale-bearers : they will talk over in public the 
private concerns of their own family, and the families of others, as far 
as they know them: they will tell oné person whatsoever another hap- 
pens to speak of him, and doa deal of mischief inthe world. Great talk- 
ers are often admonished in scripture ; but tale-bearing is a sin which 
the word of God plainly forbids. 





From the Churchmam 
CALVINISM—HEARING PRAYER—SERMONS &c. 
Calvin’s learning, violent opposition to the Pope, and dogmatical ton? 
which he on all occasions assumed, gave him great influence among the 
reformed divines. The pulpits and press soon caught the infectio?. 
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Little could be heard or read in divinity but absolute election and repro- 
bation, irresistible grace, and the nothingness, the less than nothingness 
of good works. For some presumptuously taught that good works, in- 
stead of promoting salvation, only sunk the reprobate deeper in eternal 
misery. The writings of St. Paul were perverted to establish this mis- 
chievous heresy, and St. James was almost banished from the canon 
of Scripture. Calvin’s opinions became the sole standard among 
those who called themselves Protestants, by which to interpret the Bi- 
ble. To this day the grand ‘error of Calvin’s religion subsists, and sal- 
vation and its contrary are supposed to be fixed by an eternal decree, 
without any regard to the actions of men. With some the old super- 
structure remains on its old foundation just as it was ; the abettors of it 
being so persuaded of its sanctity, that they would sooner move St. 
Paul from his apostolate than Calvin from his dictatorship. * * * 
That all are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and put-into a capacity of be- 
ing saved by him ; and that all who believe in him are thereby put into 
a state of salvation, in which, ifthey continue to the end, they shall ob- 
tain eternal life, we know, because God hath told us. Whether few or 
many will avail themselves of the redemption of Christ, so as to be sav- 
ed by it, isanother question ; a question on which God hath made no de- 
claration to us. 
Why should a man risk his salvation merely on opinion, when he can 
have certainty? That he who obeyeth the Gospel shall be saved, we know 
with certainty, for God hath declared it. That hé-who disobeys shall be 
saved, ig but matter of opinion ; God hath not revealed it tous. Read- 
er, let such curious points alone; they will do you no good, and may do 
you much hurt, by keeping you easy and quiet ina way which, whatever 
your opinions may be, God hath condemned. Avoid also another idle, 
and still more prevalent fashion in religion—the scheme of being per- 
fectly good Christians, and fit for heaven, merely by hearing prayers 
and sermons, as though persons could be tickled to heaven through the 
ears. Hearing another pray is not praying. Unless you join im the 
prayers of the Church they do nothing for you; no good caa come from 
sittingand gazing. The worship ofthe Church issuch that the whole con- 
gregation can join init, and put up their prayers and praises to God with 
their own hearts and lips; they are not left to the expedient of having 
another pray before them in such a manner as he shall choose ; but be- 
ing acquainted with the petitions and praises to be then addressed to 
God, they are at liberty from all avocations, to exercise the full spirit of 
devotion in expressions best adapted to that purpose. 
And give me leave to ask why people are so delighted with sermons, 
as though the whole of Christianity lay in hearing a variet } of preachers, 
probably of discordant sentimeuts. Too often you will be entertained 
with mere matter of opinion, possibly an harangue upon politics, instead 
of a Christian sermon, to conduct you in the way of everlasting life. 
Unless, my readers, your religion mends your heart, fills it more and 
more with the love of God and man, builds you up infeithand holiness, 
it does nothing for you to any good purpose, be your opinions or politics 
what they may. 
Unless your religion root out all the serpentine dispositions of Satan, 
from your hearts, pride, and malice, and envy and hatred; unless it pu- 
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rifies you from the foul works and desires of the flesh and of the world, 
from all inordinate and sinful affections, from covetousness and love of 
the world and of sensual pleasure, from ambition, vain-glory, selfishness, 
fraud, hypocrisy, deceit, &c., it is vain and useless. : 


AN ENGLISH BISHOP. 


The following is a passing view of the domestic life of one of those ca- 
lumniated persons, the Bishops of the Church of England. It is ex. 
tracted from a work entitled ‘‘ Sketches of Society in Great Britain and 
Ireland, by C. S. Stewart, M. A.” a Congregational preacher, and a 
Chaplain in the U.S. Navy. 

“While at Cork, I received a letter from the kind and excellent 
Bishop of Chester, repeating the invitation which had been given to me 
at Durham, some months since, to visit him in this city, (Chester,) on my 
way to Liverpool. It is now my third day at the Episcopal Palace, and 
I can scarcely express to you, dear V , the enjoyment I have taken 
beneath the roof of this learned and pious prelate. His whole character 
in mind and spirit, and the entire habit of life, in himself and family, are 
just suchas those of a “ bishop of souls” should be, and such as have, since 
I first crossed the threshold of his doors, hourly won more and more of the 
high respect and warm affection of my heart. He is so dignified, yetso 
condescending—so wise, yet so simple—so kind, so courteous, so meek, 
and sospiritual, that I delight to sit at his feet, and in himself study the 
genuine spirit and blessedness of the office he fills. 

The residence is styled ‘‘ The Palace,” from usage and the customs of 
the times in which it was appropriated to its present purpose ; but it is 
a plain though extensive building, immediately adjoining the cathedral, 
and communicating by a private staircase with it—spacious and lofty in 
its principal apartments, but as simple in its furniture and ornaments 
within, as it is unpretending in its architecture without. 

In the order and regularity, the gentleness, the quiet and kind spint 
of the household, there is a propriety and a charm, which I have never 
seen surpassed; and could | have had a choice of mansions in the king- 
dom, in which to have made a last visit, there is no one within my know- 
ledge, in which my thoughts and affections could so happily be brought 
“home,” or my spirit have been chastened into a frame so subdued and 
so desirable. The Rev. Mr. Raikes, Chancellor of the Cathedral—of 
like character with the Bishop—a nephew of Robert Raikes, Esq. of 
Gloucester, the benevolent and distinguished founder of Sabbath Schools 
—was of the party at dinner the day of my arrival; andI have since had 
an opportunity, in the hospitality of hisown house, of further cultivating 
his acquaintance. The evening in his drawing room, with a circle of 
Christian friends—the hymn, the exposition of scripture, and prayer 
with which it was closed—the daily sacrifice of prayer and praise at the 
ssn and the services of the Cathedral on the Sabbath, when the 

ishop preached from the words of St. Paul,in the Acts—‘* What mean 
ye to break my heart,” &c. and when I received, at his dispensation, the 
symbols of the “broken body,” and “the blood of a crucified Redeem- 
er,” will long gild with brightness, in the visions of memory, the closing 
scenes in the tour which I have now accomplished.” 
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From the Church Advocate. 
TIMES OF ORDINATION. 


Several times, lately, ordinations have been recordedas having taken 
place in the afternoon or evening. Of course, the Lord’s Supper has 
been administered on the same occasions. Does the Church contemp- 
late the ordination of her Ministers, and the public administration of this 
holy Sacrament, as peculiarly appropriate for one season? So it would 
seem, for in each of her ordination services, she says, “ after morning 
prayer is ended,” &c. At the end of the rubrics preceding the commu- 
nion service, we find the expression, “ if morning prayer hath been said 
immediately before ;” evidently implying, that ordinance was to be ce- 
lebrated in the morning. So in the Institution Office, it is said, ‘ the 
officiating priest shall say morning prayer ;”’ and yet an Institution has 
sometimes taken place at night. True, it may be said, it is hypercriti- 
cism to be strenuous on such a point; but so thought Arius of all stress 
on Creeds, and Canons; and indeed this talk aboat hypercriticism, has 
always been the means by which heresy was at first foisted. 







































- From the London Christian Observer. 
RAILWAYS—SUNDAY TRAVELLING. 


Proposals have been advertised for not fewer than thirty rail- 
ways, with an intended capital of more than as many millions 
pounds sterling, divided into about half a million of shares. Since 
this estimate was made, the number has greatly increased. Ought 
not all prudent, and still more, religious persons, to beware of specious 
seductions, the recoil of which, it may be feared, will be attended with 
much of the confusion and misery that accompanied the mania of specu- 
lation in the year 1826! The public utility of such projects, when well 
planned and skilfully conducted, is great; but in these days of crude 
and hasty legislation, our senators ought to be more scrupulous than 
they have sometimes shown themselves, in permitting extensive and ir- 
reparable injuries to individuals, where the amount of national good is 
very trifling, or doubtful. But there is one circumstance of alarming 
character in these projected undertakings, namely—that in scarcely any 
ofthem is a prohibition intended against Sunday travelling. Hence 
the amount of sin and evil will be fearfully appalling ; and the utmost 
promptitude of the friends of piety and decency is required to pre- 
vent, if possible, so great an offence against God, and so great a nation- 
alcalamity. The Lord’s day petitions were clamored against as vague, 
and as asking impossibilities; but here is a distinct point: there can be 
nothing ambiguous in urging that no railway bill shall in future be pass- 
ed without a clause against sabbath desecration ; and if the great body 
of Christians throughout the land would unite in faith and prayertocom- 
pass this wbject, inundating the tables of both Houses of Parliament with 
petitions, and earnestly impressing the subject upon their representa- 
lives, we might hope, even yet, through the Divine mercy, that the evil 
would be stayed. In such a matter, we should trust that the whole body 
of the Evangelical Dissenters, would zealously unite with the members 
of the Church of England and the Wesleyan Methodists; and even if 
the effort failed of its intended object, it would not have been made in 
vain; its force would bear powerfully upon the general question of the 
dueobservance of the Lord’s day. 
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RELATIVE EXCELLENCE OF PRAYER AND PREACHING. 
Abridged from the British Critic—By the Churchman. 


We have often wished that there was somewhat less of preaching, and 
much more of prayer, in this age of religious excitement ; more commu- 
nion of the soul with God, and less of craving after the ministration of 
man. Our Church has taught us most effectually how —— The very 
essence of the Gospel is embodied in her services. er Liturgy has 
been placed, even by the jadgment of many who have abjured hercom. 
munion, above all uninspired devotional compositions. We now confine 
ourselves, however, to the enlightened testimony of a prelate of our own, 
« The Liturgy,” says Bishop Jebb. * is not the work of one man, or of 
one society, or of one age. Its materials were gradually formed, and 
safely deposited among the records of various Churches, eastern and 
western, more or less ancient. And when the time was ripe for its for- 
mation, its compilers were led, I verily believe, by wisdom not their 
own, to proceed on the principle of rejecting whatever was peculiar to 
any sect or party, to any age or nation; and of retaining that sacred 
depositum, which had the common sanction of all. It is compiled from 
almost every form of prayer extant at the time of the Reformation.” So 
that “in addition to the touchstone of sacred Scripture, we have the 
semper et ubique of the Catholic Church to satisfy us, that this, our na- 
tional commentary, is framed according to the analogy of faith.” And 
if this be so, what can be said of those who, with this glorious formula. 
ry in their hands, complain that the Gospel is not preached in our 
Churches? What can be said of those to whom this formulary is a 
weariness, a sort of tedious overture to the sermon ; and who sit drow- 
sily or impatiently in their pews till their fellow-mortal rises in the pul- 
pit: perhaps to exercise their restless understandings,—perhaps to 
awaken their capricious imaginations,—perhaps to give scope to their 
powers of criticism,—or, perhaps, alas! to bring down upon them a still 
deeper spirit of slumber than before! And with what feelings of sorrow 
(mixed up sometimes with certain emotions more hot and more unruly 
than sorrow) must every mature Christian reflect upon the fact, that the 
fulness or the emptiness of Churches may generally be resorted to, as4 
faithful guage or measure only of the powers of the preacher? And 
how must the spirit of sucha man be stirred within him, at the thought 
that if preaching were for a season to be discontinued, most congreg® 
tions would, probably, exemplify to the letter the meeting of two or three 
together! And what is the melancholy inference from these phenome- 
na, but that there are multitudes in the land who are far more ready to 
listen to man than to speak to God; and this, too, with.a form of words 
before them, in which they are certain that God may be spoken to acccpt- 
ably ? 

What, then, it will be asked, do we disparage and set at nought the 
ordinance of preaching? Would we take down the pulpits, and leave 
only the desk and the communion table 1 No—not so. Instruction 
holiness and righteousness must never cease. Preaching is one moc? 
and form of instruction, and, therefore, preaching must never cease Ul 
til the end of all Christian ordinances shall be finally accomplished. 
Missionaries, of course, must preach ; preach in the true and original ac 
ceptation of the word. And stationary ministers must also preach, 
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For though a merely preaching Church can never stand, so, likewise, it 
js true that an unpreaching Church, even though it should rest upon the 
right foundation, would leave its superstructure in peril of ruinous de- 
cay. We are not ignorant or unmindful of the might and efficacy which 
belongs to powerful preaching of the word. There are difficulties in 
the Bible which require er er vy There are apparent contradic- 
tions which stand in need of solution. And the sluggish heart of man 
requires the voice, and the countenance, and tHe gesture of his fellow- 
man to awaken his sensibilities, and to keep his attention on the stretch. 
It is a part of our nature to be moved by the energies and the emotions 
of those who are engaged in the same warfare and the same peril with 
ourselves. “ As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of a man 
his friend.” Right words are always forcible ; but never so forcible as 
when they issue from the lips of one who is the appointed guardian of 
our interest, whether temporal or eternal. A powerful appeal to the 
heart and understanding, when it goes forth from’ a position so com- 
manding and sacred as the pulpit frequently pervades a whole congre- 
gation with the rapidity and the force of electric fire. With the truth of 
all this every thoughtful man must be perfectly familiar. But it will 
likewise be undisputed by any thoughtful man, that the sti// small voice 
which comes from Jehovah himself, is mightier than the sound of the 
earthquake and the se A And this stil small voice is never heard 
except by those who lead a life which is sanctified and pacified by prayer. 
The utterance of a Boanerges is as nothing, when compared with the 
unutterable groanings wherewith the Spirit — the infirmities of 
the penitent,—or the breathings which go up to heaven from the depths 
of a broken and a contrite heart. And our conclusion is, that there must 
be something vicious in the condition of the Church, when the people 
are habitually impressed with a belief that they cannot have Posad 4 
God acceptably, unless they have listened to a sermon; and that a dis- 
course from the pulpit is as absolutely essential to the completeness of 


uly their religious services, as the sacfifice of confession and supplication, of 
the thanksgiving and of praise. And still more vicious is the state of things 
aS a when the sermon is regarded as the pure flour, and the prayers as little 
nd better than the chaff and bran. And toward this state of things, we 
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greatly fear, there is a powerful tendency at the present day ; especial- 
lyin parishes where the congregation is large, and where they who 
compose it have just intelligence enough to be agreeably affected by an 
exercise of their minds, or an excitement of their feelings. In such si- 
tuations the Church is too apt to degenerate into a sort of theatre; and 
the preacher to be seneted almost in the light of a performer; and the 
people will be too apt to disperse, not so much with a disposition to 
search their own hearts, as with a propensity to sift the merits of their 
orator. Their discourse, on retiring from the house of God, will prob- 
ably be,—that Mr. was wonderfully great to-day ! or, perhaps, that 
1. was not quite equal to himself; that he was too tame or too 
impassioned, ortoo argumentative, or too declamatory, &c. &c. &c. And 
allthis while, it may be, that the solemn and soothing accents of the Li- 
turgy have passed away from their thoughts, and have left but little more 
impression than a tale twice told. 
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Now every one must allow that these things ought not to be so. Tha 
the blessing of God will rest upon the labours of a faithful preacher j, 
indeed unquestionable. But fervent prayer, and devout reception of 
the sacrament, bring the soul into immediate communion with the Fy. 
ther of spirits himself. It cannot therefore be doubted that if a may 
would but prosecute the work of prayer with all his faculties, he might 

ass weeks and months together without hearing a single sermon, and 
yet might so advance in holiness, that his profiting should be manifest 
to all men; whereas, if prayer were discontinued, he might devour ser. 
mons without number, and yet his spirit might resemble the leanest of 
the voracious kine. And any one, who will but recollect this, must see 
in an instant, how subordinate a rank the hearing of sermons ought to 
occupy, when compared with the duty of adoration and thanksgiving, 

The habit of seeking at the lips of the preaching minister for the yery 
life and virtue of all public worship, may be, notoriously, traced to the 

eriod which immediately followed the Reformation. It was one effect 
of the recoil from Romanism. The Popish priesthood preached com. 
paratively but little. The divines of the Reformation, more especially 
those of the Calvinistic schools, thought they could never preach enough; 
till at length the ordinance of preaching was exalted by the Puritans 
and Presbyterian pastors, to an importance almost as lofty and myste- 
rious as that ascribed by the Papists to the sacrifice of the mass. The 
word of God, in their mouth, was infallible truth! And to this day the 
Protestant world is, more or less, thoroughly pervaded with the notion, 
that the offices of prayer are the form, and that the outpourings of the 

reacher are the spirit and the essence of all public devotion. Our only 
Vesire is to see this pernicious error, by some means or other, effectual- 
ly corrected. It would be a bright and glorious day for our Church, if 
her children should manifest a deep and cordial persuasion that the 
house of God is, emphatically, the house of prayer ; and that the word 
of exhortation or instruction is but, subordinate and auxiliary to the 
prime and transcendent duty of seeking God in the way of adoring sup- 


plication. 
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_ From the Episcopal Recorder 
PRAYER BOOK CORRECTED. 

The most common typographical error is the letter in which the word 
amen is printed. There has been some discussion in our periodicals ou 
this point, and it was noticed in the late Convention. The rule is a plain 
one, and there is not much difficulty in the application of it. Whenev- 
er the body of the office to which the amen is appended, and the amen ~ 
are to be used by the same person, they are to be in the same letter, A 
change of letter from Roman to Italic, or vice versa, indicates a change 
in the person using them. In all prayers, except the Lord’s Prayer, 
there is a change of person in the use of the amen, and therefore the 
amen, in all prayers, except as aforesaid, must be in Italics, unless the aS 
body of the prayer be so, and then in Roman. In all other cases, the 
amen is to be used by the party repeating the body of the office, and 
therefore both must be in the same character. Therefore the amen # 
the end of the Lord’s Prayer, the confessions, the creeds, the gloria ™ 
excelsis, and the ring ceremony in the marriage service, must be in Ro 
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man letters, being used by both minister and ag es at the end of the 
gloria patri, in Roman or Italics, accordingly as the last member of the 
ascription is in the one or the other. At the end of the act of baptism, 
of the reception of the ba tised person, of confirmation, of the pronoun- 
cing of man and wife, ordaining priests and deacons, and consecrating 
bishops, the amen should be in Roman letters, it being in all those cases 
to be used by the priest or bishop, and not by the people, he using it there 
by way of confirmation of his act, with which the people have nothing to 
do, and can’t intermeddle. At the end of the Epistles for the 3d, 15th 
and 16th Sundays after Trinity, it must be in Roman. These directions 
presume that the body of the book is in Roman letter. I shall notice a 
few errors, some appearing in one edition, and other's in another. In 
the Epistle of Ascension-day—* Will thou at this time restore the King- 
dom of Israel,” instead of to. Inthe Psalter, psalm 18, verse 11—*“ He 
made darkness a secret place,” instead of hes. In the Nicene creed, 
every distinct appellation or characteristic of the Saviour, should begin 
with a capital, thus—Begotten of his Father, not begotten; Very God 
of very God; Begotten not made; Being of one, &c.; By whom all 
things, &c.; Who for us, &c. All these will be found correct in the 
good English editions, and I advise every publisher to use a good Eng- 
lish copy, in reading proof, together with ours. Where the gloria patri 
occurs in the daily morning and evening prayer, the amen is omitted in 
allour editions. It is believed that this omission is an error, and that 
the amen should be restored. It was in our service before the alteration 
of the Liturgy in 1789; Bishop White thinks there was no order or in- 
tention to omit it; it is retained wherever else the gloria patri is used; 
as inthe Litany; the Burial Service ; the Churching of Women; the 
forms of Prayer at Sea, in which service it is used four times; in the 
Litany again, as connected with the ordination and consecration services. 
In practice it is always used when the gloria patriis chaunted. The 
above stated omission is clearly a typographical error, and it ought to 
be restored. At the heading of the Psalm with which the first selection 
begins, it should be stated—From Psalm 19, because the psalm is not 
there used entire, part of verse 13 being omitted. A. B. 





COLERIDGE’S TABLE TALK. 
(Continued from page 57.) 

Church—A State, in idea, isthe opposite ofaChurch. A State regards 
classes and not individuals ; and it estimates classes uot by internal merit, 
but external accidents ; as roperty, birth, &c. But a Church doe: the re- 
verse of this, and lavenil all external accidents, and looks at nen as 
individual persons, allowing no gradation of ranks, but such as greater 
or less wisdom, learning and holiness ought to confer. A Church is 
therefore, in idea, the only pure democracy. The Church, so considered, 


and the State, exclusively of the Church, constitute together, the idea of 
4 State in its largest sense. 


English Liturgy.—I never distinctly felt the wane | superiority of 
the Prayers in the English Liturgy, till I had attended some Kirks in 
the country parts of Scotland. 
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The Reformation.—At the Reformation, the first reformers were beset 
with an almost morbid anxiety not to be considered heretical in point of 
doctrine. They knew that the Romanists were on the watch to fastey 
the brand of heresy upon them whenever a fair pretext could be found: 
and I have no doubt it was the excess of this fear which at once led to 
the burning of Servetus, and also to the thanks offered by all the Pro. 
testant Churches, to Calvin and the Charch of Geneva, for burning him, 


English Reformaton.—The fatal error into which the peculiar charac. 
ter of the English Reformation threw our Church, has borne bitter fruit 
ever since. I mean that of its clinging to Court and State, instead of cul. 
tivatingthe people. The Church ought to be a mediator between the peo. 
ple and the government, between the-poor and the rich. As itis, I fear 
the Church has let the hearts of the common people be stolen from it, 
See how differently the Church of Rome—wiser in its generation—has 
always acted in this particular. Foralgng time past, the Church of Eng. 
land seems to me to have been blighted with prudence, as it is called, 
I wish, with all my heart, we had a little zealous imprudence. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


|The following article was not received in time to appear in its prop: 


er place.] ; 
REVERENCE .THE SANCTUARY. 


It is indeed painful to the serious and reflecting, to observe how hard 
it is to impress the human mind with the importance of the admonition 
“My hoe is the Housuse of Prayer,” and that “ Holiness beeometh the 
Sanctuary.” The all-seeing eye of God pervades the Universe ; and 
when His sinful, thoughtless creatures are assembled together on the 
Sabbath, His Spirit is more immediately in the midst, and observant. 
Yet no sooner has the minister pronounced the blessing, than their ever 
day feelings and habits are manifested, by common-place salutations 
and inquiries—congregating in g)oups in the aisle, preventing the egress 
of others.— This should not be. Religion is cheerful in its tendencies 
but its operation is on the heart—there in silent eloquence breathes forth 
its gratitude for the high privileges enjoyed in the House of God, and 
realizing, through the eye. of faith, the presence of His glorious Majesty, 
with the mind properly impressed and humbled, the recipients of bis 
previous promises should retire in seriousness, and postpone the ordi 
nary civilities of life, at least until they reached beyond the limits of the 
Temple dedicated exclusively to the worship, adoration and praise ( 


Almighty God. A LAYMAN. 












1836.] Poetry. 89 


POETRY. 


A VOICE FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 


“From o’er the Rocky mountains, 
Where prairies wide are spread, 


Where streams, from forest fountains, 
) Flow west to ocean’s bed ; 
. See savage men descending, 
To Mississippi's vale, 
c* Their eager = still bending, 
it An eastern light to hail. 
For they had heard a story bit 4 
a Of God’s most holy book, hae 
ar All full of light and glory, o) 
it. On which their eyes would look ; a} 
23 And they, like eastern sages, \ 
Who journeyed from afar, a 
i Have travel’d weary stages, f a: 
ed, To find the Saviour’s star. 


Have you that book from heaven? 
These western wise men say ; 

To us shall it be given, 
To guide us on our way? 

We're wand’ rers, all our nation, 
Deep lost in gloomy night, 

7" Oh! les us seek indies. 

Oh! give us heavenly light. 
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Yes! redmen! here forth beaming, 





hai 
ratd God’s word shines broad and free, 
. And soon its radiance, gleaming, 7h 
oe Shall shine o’er earth and sea. m 
the To you we'll send this gospel, % | 
j hich God to us has given ; iv 

an So faith may come by hearing, ; 
the And you be led to enven™ 
vant. 


SABBATH EVENING. 
very BY REV. MANTON EASTBURN. 
; Farewell sweet day of rest !— 
tons Gladly at morn I hailed thy light ;— 
gress And now I see thee in the fading west, 
Taking thy flight. 


1es— 
forth Bright, fleeting season, stay :— 
| Nor to the past yet hurry on; 
q and Still, still, purr detain thee, on the way 
‘ To Sabbaths gone. a] 
yjestys 
of bis Dear was the early sound mL. 

; That floated from thy joyous bells: Ba 
» ord Inviting to the consecrated ground a 
of the Where Jesus dwells. md 
ise Deserted now thy fanes! A 7 
AN The herald’s voice—the song—the prayer, . 


All silent—but the fragrance still remains 
That filled me there. 


Calm for the weary breast— & 
I hail the foretaste of « life, ; 
GOS. MESS.—-VOL. XIII, 12 





Religious Intelligence. 


Where in an endiess Sabbath we shall rest, 
From moral strife. 


Saviour, thy gift I sing: 

Thine is the day :—thine let it be; 

And may each hallowed season nearer bring 
My soul to thee! 


———-~ tt hah 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Missionary Lecture-—On the appointed day in April, (the first Thurs- 
day,) the Lecturer was present, and a few friends, but the weather was 
so inclement that a postponement was deemed expedient. 


Maine.—At the last Diocesan Convention, October 7, were present 
the Bishop, three Clergymen, (we believe the whole number who are 
settled in this diocese,) and five lay delegates. "The Church is not very 
prosperous here, but we observe that in Portland there were collected 
for the ‘“‘ Maine Episcopal Missionary Society,” $8, but for foreign Mis. 
sions, $33. Is so marked a preference justly due to the foreign cause ! 


General Sunday School Society of the P. E. Church,—The agent has 
collected for this valuable Society, in Savannah, $304; in Augusta, 
$227 ; in New-Orleans, $560, and in Natchez, $340. We trust when 
he comes to this diocese, he will be liberally welcomed. 

Our Missionary at Green Bay.—In the Auburn Gospel Messenger, 
we find a painfully interesting letter from the Rev. Mr. Brown, succes- 
sor of Mr. Cadle, (once defamed, but now vindicated and honored.) 
From it we learn, that he reached his station on the 30th of Nov. last, 
after encountering excessive difficulties and fatigues. One night he lay 
on the beach of a lake, while the thermometer was 19 below zero. 
The winter had set in earlier than usual; the navigation of the bay was 
impossible ; he was obliged to leave the vessel in Menominee river, 
and proceed on foot along the beach, a journey of more than 70 miles, 
with his little boy 11 years old, on ahuntingsled. He was encouraged 
by the hope of reaching his family at the Missionary buildings, and he 
intended, atter reaching Navarino, to send on for a horse and sleigh. 
But he was enabled to walk all the way, found his family well, and was 
restored after some days confinement. We quote, for our readers, 4 
beautiful incident he relates, itself a noble instance of benevolence ina 
heathen. We must thank God that we have a Missionary here, who 
can “endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” May he be 
sustained under those other trials which must attend his efforts—that to 
those who sit in darkness, the life and immortality of the Gospel may be 
brought to light, and that many more poor heathens may be taught by 
him to “fear God and work righteousness.” 

“ The kindness of these poor degraded beings to us on this accasion, 
was most gratifying, particularly an Indian woman. Although she could 
not speak a word of English, she saw our situation and did every thing 
in her power to assist us. She obtained the guides for us, provided 
moceasins shewed us how to guard against freezing, provided such 
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rovisions for us as she had, was instrumental in inducing our guides 

to draw the sled on which my son was placed, and actually drew a pair 
of mittens from the hands of her son and put them on my son’s hands, 
over a pair he already had on; and when I offered her money te com- 
pensate for her kindness, she refused, and replied to me through an in- 
terpreter, that she could not receive any compensation, for she knew 
not how soon she might want assistance, and if | never had an opportuni- 
ty to repay her this kindness, if I would do it toany of her people whom 
] might find in distress, it was all she asked of me. Noble, philanthropic 
woman! though she is of the tawny children of the forest, wild and un- 
cultivated, with no distinct ideas of a God, of a Saviour, or of the Gos- 
pel Salvation,—still she has a better title to the appellation of the “good 
Samaritan,” than thousands who never think of these people but as 
beings unworthy of the least regard—as savages fit only to be annihi- 
lated. I trust and pray that in the day when Jesus Christ shall make 
up his jewels, a far more glorious reward will be allotted her than could 
be rendered in this life.” 

China.—Extract of a letter just received from the Rev. Mr. Harison, 
one of the Missionaries of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
dated October 29, 1835. 

“Since we have been in China, we have seen and conversed with 
Mr. Gutzlaff, Rev. M. Bridgeman, a Missionary to China, from the Ame- 
rican Board resident at Canton, and editor of the Chinese Repository, 
aud some others. From what we have heard from them, and seen our- 
selves, we feel convinced that little or nothing can now be effected by 
resident Missionaries in China, by direct eilorts among the people, with- 
inthe boundaries of the “ Celestial Empire.” ‘The late events which 
have occurred here, (I allude to the collision between Lord Napier and 
the Chinese authorities at Canton,) have excited the suspicions and the 
fears of the ruling powers, which causes them to watch more closely 
than formerly the conduct of foreigners, and to diminish as much as pos- 
sible, the intercourse between them and the natives. You could not, 
unless you were on the spot, form a correct idea of the state of things 
which actually exists here, or the numberless petty insults and annoyan- 
ces to which all who reside in Canton are compelled to submit. No fo- 
reigners but such as come here for the purposes of trade, are allowed to 
reside here. ‘The Chinese authorities do not recognize the Physician 
resident here, or the Chaplain of the East India Company's factory, but 
as Merchants ; and none others could obtain permission to reside for a 
moment within the boundaries of this vast empire. The Missionaries 
of the American Board, who reside here, though they take no pains to 
conceal their true character, which must be known to their servants, the 
Hong Merchants, &c., are either not noticed at all, or regarded by the 
authorities here, as merchants. And all are prisonerson parole. They 
have bounds assigned them, (which are limited enough in all conscience, 
being only the space occupied by the European factors, and a small 
square in front, the whole embracing an area of not more than two or 
three hundred yards square,) beyond these limits they are strictly for- 

idden to pass, and should they transgress, they are left entirely at the 
mercy of the mob. It is true that no one regards these injunctions, but 
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should they be assaulted by the mob, their only protection is in their 
heels, the government will afford them no redress. All have to submit 
to a system of espionage and extortion which is very annoying and vex. 
atious. The government officers appoint all their servants,—these pur. 
chase their provisions, &c. and charge pretty much what they please for 
them. Ladies are a contraband article, and never permitted even to yi- 
sit the city. The merchants and others who have families, have to leave 
them at Macao, which is not only very unpleasant, but increases very 
much the expenses of living. The only door which seems to be opened 
for usefulness in China, is along the East coast, thither merchant vessels 
resort for the purpose of trade, and though this is strictly prohibited by 
government, yet it is carried on extensively, and hitherto without much 
danger. By accompanying these vessels, or in a ship fitted out for the 
purpose, tracts and books can be extensively distributed among the peo- 
ple along the coast. Several expeditions of this kind have already been 
undertaken by Mr. Gutzlaffand others, and though in one instance, in 
attempting to ascend the Min river, in an open boat, they were fired on 
and compelled to return, yet they are far from being discouraged, and 
think that much may be accomplished in this way. Mr. Medhurst, of 
Burtusru, and Mr. Stevens Seaman’s Chaplain at the port of Canton, are 
now absent on an excursion of this kind, ina ship fitted out for this pur- 
pose, and we anxiously await their return. But there are other and ex- 

tensive fields opened for the enterprizing and devoted Missionary, and 
hundreds might be employed inthe most useful manner. Siam, Malac- 
ca, Singapore, andanumber of other places, all contiguous to China, are 
accessible tothe Missionary. Here thousands of Chinese as well as 
Malays and others, are to be found, and no obstacles but those which are 
opposed in every country, by the carnal mind, exists, to the propagation 
of the Gospel. But if every obstacle which now opposes the introduc- 
tion of the Gospel into China, was removed, and the government was 
as anxious for its introduction as it is hostile to it, years would elapse, 

without a miracle, before the field could be fully occupied. The lan- 

guage must be learned, and by the same slow and painful process by 
which language is elsewhere acquired. Suitable booksand in sufficient 
numbers, would have to be prepared, and this would require much time 
as well as labour. Under all circumstances, I consider the acquisition 
of the language the most formidable obstacle. This, however, can be 
surmounted, though it will require much time and patience. Three 

year’s close application will generally be sufficient to enable us to ac- 
quire a sufficient acquaintance with it, to converse and write with some 
facility and accuracy; afterwards, practice will render us perfect. We 
have determined, should nothing occur to change our present purpose, 

to establish ourselves at Singapore, where we can enjoy as many advan- 

tages for the acquisition of the language as we can here, and can at the 
same time be doing something by distributing books, &c. Here we 
shall expect to be joined by those of our brethren who may follow us. 
And here, by the way, I would remark, that it is desirable that some 
of our Missionaries should be married, and that female Missionaries 
may be very useful, by teaching schools for female children, &e. Should 
either of you meet with any ladies who are willing to sacrifice the com 
forts of a home in a civilized land, and the endearments of relatives a0 
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friends, and devote themselves to the work of evangelizing the heathen, 
| would advise you by all means to encourage them to embark in the 
enterprize.” 

Greece—We have the most gratifying intelligence of the prosperity 
and usefulness of the Schools established here, by our Missionaries. 
Mr. Hill’s school contains upwards of 500 children; most of whom are 
represented as eagerly desirous of instruction, making rapid progress in 
their studies, becoming daily better acquainted with the Scriptures, and 
exhibiting an ardent and filial attachment to theirteachers. A few give 
evidence of personal piety. Eighteen or twenty are boarders, and pre- 
paring to become teachers of other female schools in their own most in- 
teresting country. ‘Twelve of these are supported by the Greek Go- 
yernment, and the remainder by charitable persons and associations of 
our Church. We wish other claims permitted sending more Missiona- 
ries to a field which seems to be so rapidly ripening for the harvest ; and 
establishing one or more male schools, among a people thirsting and 
panting for religious and secular knowledge. We hope the strong and 
general interest now excited among us by the eloquent lectures of the 
accomplished Greek, Professor Perdicaris, may be productive of some 
lasting benefit to that calumniated, but noble and interesting people. 

Prussia—The gay and brilliant Court are affecting (says the Ameri- 
can Baptist,) great sentimentality in regard to orthodox piety. One is 
reminded of the Reformation times, when a certain Duke and his satel- 
lites met in a trial of skill, to see which could make the most edifying 
prayer, 





The Colonial Churchman.—We are glad to find on our table some 
numbers of a neatly printed quarto sheet, published at Lunenburg, 
Nova-Scotia, and entitled “‘ The Colonial Churchman.” We hail this 
new periodical as a fellow-worker in the same cause with ourselves ; 
and hope it may be largely successful in removing prejudices against a 
Church with which, as Protestant Episcopalians, we have so many and 
s0 deep sympathies. A great part of the numbers which we have yet 
seen, is made up of extracts from periodicals published in the United 
States; but we have noticed with pleasure some useful original articles. 
From a summary of the Bishop of Nova-Scotia’s visitation in the Ber- 
mudas, we gather that the Church is making considerable progress in 
these islands. We have only room for the following extract :— 

“It would appear from the foregoing summary, that in the Bishop’s 
visitation of the Church in the Bermudas, he delivered one charge to the 
Clergy, and 28 sermons and addresses, consecrated 1 church and 1 bu- 
nal ground, and confirmed 641 persons, of whom 301 were whites, and 
340 coloured. This was the third visitation of these Islands by the pre- 
sent Bishop, who is, we believe, the first that ever performed the duties 
ofthe Episcopal office there, and in the Island of Newfoundland.” 
Religious Instruction of Slaves —The Society for Promoting Christian 

nowledge, at the suggestion of the Archbishop of Canterbury, granted 
£10,000 for the Instruction of the Negroes in the West Indies. The 
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Society for the Conversion of the same class, has granted £5000 for the 
same purpose. 


Epitaph on a recently erected Tomb-stone—The readers of the Gospe| 
Messenger, will read with melancholy satisfaction, the following memo- 
rial of a distinguished and most useful member of our Church :— 

UNDERNEATH THIS STONE 
LIES BURIED 
KEATING SIMONS; 
Who died on the 18th day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four. 
Aged 31 years, 8 months and 12 days. 
In the firm belief of man’s accountability to his Creator, he died in the strong faith and 
hope of Redemption and Eternal Life, through the merits of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist. 
He would have wished no other language of memorial, than the above, prepared 
by himself, to be here inserted. 
Surviving affection cannot forbear to add, he both lived and died as the faith, he practised, 
requires. Honored by his country, confided in by all, his best earthly memorial 
isin the hearts of very many whom his benevolence and friendship blessed. 


Price’s Lectures —They were founded in 1770, and are delivered an- 
nually, in Trinity Church, Boston, during Lent, being eight in number, 
The principal subjects are, the duty, usefulness and propriety of fasting 
and abstinence ; or repentance, or faith, or hope, or charity, or Christian 
morality. 

Chief Justice Marshall.—He read (says the 8. S. Visitor) the Scrip- 
tures daily. A short time previous to his death, he finished reading 
through them for the oft-repeated time, and remarked—* I have again 
read the Bible through, and I believe every word of it to have been writ- 
ten by the inspiration of God.”’ 


Religious Newspaper —The Sunday Visitant, published in the year 
1818 and 1819, was the first religious newspaper published in Charles- 
ton, and it is believed the first in our Church in the United States. It 
was a weekly periodical, and the first number appeared on the 3d day 
of January. It had above six hundred subscribers ; and was intended 
to contain biographical sketches or memoirs of our Clergy. The editor 
had collected notices of almost every Minister throughout the United 
States, from the first settlement of the country, to the year 1800; and 
also some little sketches of several of our Clergy, who have died since 
the year 1800. Its various articles were short pieces, similar to a news 
paper, that it might not fatigue the reader. 













Antiquity of the distribution of Bibles and Prayer Books.—The Rev. Thos. 
George, who died in 1681, distributed 8000 copies of the Bible and Eng- 
lish Liturgy, in Welsh; 1000 to the poor, and the remainder at a lower 
price than had ever been known. 


Extempore Prayer creeping into our Church.—At the Convocation 
Salem, Mass, in March, 836, we are told—“ The hour of regular set: 
vice having arrived, Mr. L. concluded with prayer that the exercises © 
the occasion may be accompanied with the divine blessing.” 
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Missionary Chapel.—The following letter of the Rev. Mr. Hill, our Mis- 
sionary at Athens, Greece, from the Churchman of the 16th April, shews 
that an Episcopal Chapel is about to be erected at that place :— 

“T send you a copy of our subscription paper for the Protestant Epis- 
copal Chapel at Athens. They only wait for me to decide on the most 
eligible of three spots that have been selected, and the work will be 
immediately begun. A Protestant burial ground is also to be prepared 
forthwith ; the selection of the site, and the other arrangements are also 
confided tome. Toward this object, the respective Protestant gov- 
ernments in Europe, through their respresentatives here, contribute 
about £600 sterling.* The services of the chapel! will devolve entirely 
on me, except as I may occasionally be relieved by visiters, clergymen 
of our Church, or of the Church of England. I have now two services 
every Sunday, in our own house, morning and evening. 

Deep Poverty.—The coroner’s inquest, on examination of the body of 
Amy Brown. found dead in Flower-street, Philadelphia, pronounced a 
verdict that she had actually perished of cold and hunger ; that the room 
in which the corpse lay, contained neither furniture, food or fuel, nor cover- 
ing, except what the parties had on their backs, and a piece of rag carpet 
thrown over the body of A. Brown ; that her son, twenty-four years of age, 
who lay on the floor on a heap of straw, (the same sort of bed as the corpse 
lay on,) was so far exhausted by cold and hunger, that he knew not of 
the death of his mother, although she had been dead for some time near 
him. How remarkable are the advantages and disadvantages of diffe- 
rent states of society, “set one against another,” by a Providence whose 
goodness is over all his creatures. A case like that above is unknown 
in aslave-holding city. Slavery (says Southey) excludes pauperism. 

Items—The Missionaries to Greece, (Rev. Mr. Bryant and his com- 
panions,) arrived at Athens on the 30th December, after a passage of 
10 days from Malta. Dr. Bloomfield’s valuable Greek Testament, is 
to be republished in Boston. This edition has received many improve- 
ments from the hand of the learned editor, and will be of great impor- 
lance to theological students, and others interested in the critical study 
of the Scriptures. The Foreign Committee of the Missionary Socie- 
ty, have advertised for a Printer to be sent to Greece. The British 
Critic very plausibly recommends the sending out of Christian Colonies, 
ustead of Missionaries. The plan is, that a few families, including per- 
sons acquainted with various trades, and headed by one or more Clergy- 
men and Schoolmasters, should settle together in some favorable location, 
andt husintroduce at once civilization and christianity. Wesee in his plan 
many advantages, and only one difficulty, that of procuring proper per- 
sons to go ¢ ut. It is said that at the American Colony in Africa, you 
“an get no man to work on Sunday for love or money, not even the na- 
lives. planter in Louisiana has erected on his estate, a neat brick 
Chapel, in which his slaves have religious worship twice every Sunday. 
/0 that day he never leaves home, but spends it in promoting the spi- 

tual instruction of his people. The good old custom (says a corres- 
pondent of the Protestant Episcopalian) of assembling the children and 
“ervants of a family, and teaching them the principles and duties of reli- 































“The plan originated with Dr. Dawkins, late British Minister at Athens. 
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gion, on Sunday evening, has nearly passed away ; but it is not the less 
valuable because so extensively neglected. No time can be more a 

ropriate for such a work of love, than the evening of the Lord’s day. 
Sadiaiie. like converts, have their periodical returns. Let us hope that 
this error will soon give place, and the good old custom, once universal 
in England and in the olden times, here be revived. An officer in 
our Navy, who was taught the Lord’s Prayer, in childhood, has never 
failed daily to say it, and is a most exemplary and consistent member of 
our Church. I went to aparish (writes a Clerical traveller in our 
country,) on St. Andrew’s day, and was gratified to perceive that there 
were some “ Anna’s,” who would resort to the holy temple even on a 
Saint’s day, and when prayers only were expected. Rev. Adam 
Empie, D. D. President of William & Mary College, (Va.) has accept- 
ed the situation recently conferred on him, of Rector of the Episcopal 
School, near Raleigh, vce Mr. Cogswell resigned.—A project has been 
set on foot by Episcopalians in Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana, 
for founding an Episcopal College near the South-Western boundary of 
Tennessee. The prospect of success appear quite encouraging ——The 
“ Southern Churchman” announces, asin the press, ‘Sermons, Dialogues, 
and Narratives for Servants, to be read tothem in Families,” &c. chiefly 
by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Meade, the Assistant Bishop of Virginia. We shall 
look with great interest for the appearance of this volume. This work, 
with the Catechism now preparing in this Diocese, may be expected to 
afford important assistance to those interested, as every Christian should 
be, in the religious instruction of servants. 


—=> § 
OBITUARY. 

Early in the morning of the Lord’s day, 17th April, Mrs. REBECCA FOLKER, the 
respected mother of the Rev. P. H. Folker, of this diocese, in the 73d year of her age, 
ceased to be mortal, and entered, as we humbly trust, on the “eternal Sabbath,” which 
remaineth for the people of God, henceforward, with an innumerable company of angels, 
and the spirits of the just made perfect, to be engaged in the duties and enjoyments of 
of the temple not made with hands in the heavens, and to be for ever with the Lord. 


CALENDAR FOR MAY. 


1. Fourth Sunday after Easter. St. Philip | 22. Whitsunday. 

and St. James. ; 23. Monday in Whitsun- Week. 
8. Fifth Sunday after Easter. 24 Tuesday in Whitsun-Week. 
9. An. M’ig. of the S. Schools of the P.E.C. 
10. > Rogation Days. 25. 
11. 27. > Ember- Days. 
12. Ascension. 28. 
15. Sunday after Ascension. 29. Trinity Sunday. 

— <> 

Errata in the list of Members attached to the Report of the Trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Society, for 1836.—Among the Members for Life, instead of “Tucker, John 
H. Georgetown,” read Tucker, John H., All Saints, Waccamaw. Instead of “Wes 
ton, Plowden M., Charleston,” read Weston, Plowden C. J., All Saints, Waccamaw. 
Among the Annual Subscribers—Under Georgetown, omit “Alston, Mrs. W™- A. 
Under All Saints, Waccamaw, read as follows—1814 Alston, Mrs. Wm. A. 1 
Alston, Thos. Pinckney. 1832 Glennie, Rev. Alexander. 1834 Glennie, Mrs. Alex. 








Errata in the Catechism, page 43. These are properly corrections of the manuscript, 
e 


instead of as printed, let it be thus :—What did o for mankind? He came down 
from heaven. Whatis he now doing for his people? He constantly prays for them. 





The Treasurer of the Protestant Episcapal Society for the Advancement of Christianity 
South Carolina, acknowledges the receipt of Five Dollars, “A Widow's mite, for the 
Bishop Bowen Scholarship.” 
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